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Mandag, 21.05.2007
Scripts to be handed in by 12 noon on May 24. You are required to use Classfronter.

Write an essay on one the following questions. I expect to see careful analyses of the texts under consideration.  Answer the question as I have formulated it.  

ANSWER ONE QUESTION ONLY.
EITHER

1. In “The Empire Strikes Back,” Anatol Lieven writes, 

Clinton may well be justifiably seen by future generations as a particularly intelligent and valuable servant of American imperial capitalism, in a way that went beyond diplomatic cleverness. He seems to have understood . . .[a fundamental condition of American power] that the Bush Administration has wholly or partly forgotten: that the American economy is utterly intertwined with the world capitalist order, depends on the health of that order and draws immense benefits from that order. This is indeed likely to be seen by future historians as the central tragic irony of the Bush Administration's world policy: that the United States, which of all states today should feel like a satisfied power, is instead behaving like a revolutionary one, kicking to pieces the hill of which it is king.

Utilizing at least three of the analytical pieces we have read this semester along with any relevant historical material, explain and comment on his observation.  Do you agree with his assessment of the Bush administration and if so what explains its behavior?
OR
2. Consider Samuel Huntington’s “Clash of Civilizations” as a commentary on the apparent failure of everyone to agree on a single model of what Francis Fukuyama calls the “universal homogenous state.” Critically evaluate Huntington’s explanation for this evident failure by reflecting his work through analyses offered by at least three of the following texts: Zakaria’s “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy,” Kaplan’s “The Coming Anarchy,” Hendrickson, “The Curious Case of American Hegemony,” and Ikenberry, “Illusions of Empire.”  (Caution, nota bene: the Internet if filled with misrepresentative and mostly irrelevant—i.e. largely irrelevant to this question—material on Huntington and the “Clash of Civilizations.”) 

KARAKTEREN PUBLISERES PÅ STUDENTWEB SENEST 3 UKER ETTER 
EKSAMENSDATO.
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